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Recollections of a‘49er.

The following is excerpted from “Recollections of a
‘49er,” by Edward W. Mcllhany. First publishedin 1908
when the author was 80 years old, it is currently being
edited for republication by the Museum Association. The
book should be available by the summer of 2006. In-
cluded with the reprint will be biographical narratives of
many of the ‘49ers that came to California with
Mcllhany. These 80 membersof the Charlestown, (West)
Virginia Mining Company left Charlestown, Virginia
March 27th 1849, crossed the Plains and arrived near
Marysville, California September 1st. Here they split
into messes of half a dozen or more and proceeded to
various gold diggings all over the northern part of the
state. Mcllhany and a number of his compatriots soon
found their way into what is now Plumas County. We
pick up Mcllhany’s story after he has visited Rich Bar
on the East Branch North Fork Feather River after its
discovery inthelate spring of 1850:

M enwere comi nginfrom another direction,

and from theinformation that | received from them |
concluded that | would prospect about alittle. East
about ten or twelvemiles| cameto apretty vale, after-
wardscdled” SpanishValey.” | thenwent onfollowing
the“Blazed Trail” throughthe pinetimber, and| came
toavery largebeautiful valley with astream of water
running throughiit. It wascalled later “ TheAmerican
GrassVdley.” | camped there and rested my mules. |
enjoyed everything so much, the scenery wasbeautiful,
just as nature had formed it and there were plenty of
deer inthevaley. Whentraveling alongthetrail | could
frequently seesignsof bear.

| left there still on my mare and about noon |
cameto another pretty depression. It was afterwards
caled“Willow Vdley.” | spent noonat thisplace. | then
started out and finally reached the Feather River, and

Edward Washington Mcllhany, Onion Valley, 1851.
Qil by Thomas C. Moore, member of the Charlestown

Virginia Mining Company.
Courtesy Oakland Museum of California.

then OnionValey, named for thegrest quantity of wild
onionsthat grew there. It was here by the next year |
built alarge store and went into the mercantile busi-
ness. By that timethe mountainsweregetting full of
prospecting miners, coming in by thehundreds, going
inevery direction, with packson their backsand some
with one mule pack.

About three milesfrom there, going down a
very steep hill from OnionValley ontheeast | cameto
alittlestream that was called “ Poorman’sCreek,” in
spite of thevery richminesdiscovered there. It was
soonfilled from one end to the other with minerstak-
ing out thousands of dollars, the gold mostly being
coarse. That little stream emptied into another small



stream called Hopkins Creek that was rich aso and
emptied into Nelson Creek, that | had crossed. Some
four or five miles south of Onion Valley therewasan-
other rich stream called Rabbit Creek. OnionValley be-
cametheheadquartersfor al these surrounding mines,
wherethe minerscameto buy goods, gamble, and spend
their money indifferent ways. | bought two moremules,
which made my number six. Trade was good there at
that time, and therewerelots of small tentsand shacks
withgoodsinthemfor sale.

| concluded that asgoodswerehigh at Rich Bar
ontheNorth Fork Feather River, that | would load my
mules with goods and take them over thereto sell. |
started, taking thetrail that | had comeover. | knew just

whereto camp. My first campwasin Willow Valley. |
staked my mare out after unloading my mulesand | et
the mulesloose to graze. | was then using what was
calledthelittle crosstree packsaddles.

After | atemy supper, | wassittingin campjust
about dusk. | happened to betheonly oneinthevalley
that night. Whilestting therel heard anoise, thecrack-
ing of twigs, and | looked around and | saw threevery
largegrizzly bears, thefirst that | ever saw inCdifornia.
| had heard by thistimefrom old timers, that thegrizzly
bear would never attack you unlessthey were crippled,
except the old she-bear with cubs, and it was never
safeto go near them unlessprepared. Thesethreebears
sat uponther hindlegs. They looked at me steadlily and

Lithograph of an oil painting of Rich Bar Middle Fork Feather River 1851, by Thomas C. Moore, member of the
Charlestown Virginia Mining Company. Donated in 1890 to the Mining Bureau, it survived the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake and fire, and was eventually brought to Sacramento where it hung in an undisclosed state office before

inexplicably disappearing in the early 1980s.

FromFariss& Smth’sl|lustrated History of Plumas, Lassen & Sierra Counties, 1882.

( Page 2

Plumas County Museum Association, Inc. )




| at them. Thoughts passed through my mind, “Was|

safe?’ at the sametimefeeling adelightful pleasureto
look at these large wild animals. After gazing at me
steadily for atime, they got downon al foursand qui-
etly walked away out of sight. | had no weapon but a
butcher knifewith me, which | alwayscarried around
my walst, and apocketknife. Evenif | had had arifle, |

would not havefired for fear of crippling oneand they
might get to me and tear meup. | was pleased that they
had |eft, but wasglad that | had seen thesegreat animals
that frequented that part of the country.

| sat quiteawnhile meditating about thewonders
of Cdifornia Thediscoveriesof goldandthemany things
that | had seen that were so interesting - never to be
forgotten. Finding that my mulesand my horsewere
quiet, | becamedeepy andretired, feeling that | would
be safe. | dept peacefully until the appearance of an-
other day.

Loading up | passed through American Valley
and camped at Spanish Ranch for the night. The next
day intheafternoon | reached the Rich Bar that | had
started for. My load consisted of twenty gallons of
whisky intwo ten-galonkegseach. Theother fivemules
were loaded with 250 pounds each of sugar, coffee,
bacon, rice, and potatoes and afew other things. Very
soon therewere buyers cometo buy my goods. | sold
thewhisky for $16.00 agallon, which brought $320.00.
The balance of the goods | sold for $2.00 a pound,
which gavemeabout $3,000.00ingold dust. | saw the
two menthat | had left there getting along nicely and
making money fast.

| made my returntrip to Onion Valley in due
time, nothing of specid interest happening on my return
trip. OnionValey wasdtill filling up rapidly withminers
and emigrantscoming into and al so passing out to other
mines. | remained there and made several tripstothe
near mines, of coursemaking big profitsall thetime. |
felt hopeful and cheerful. My health thenwasgood, the
air inthat country was pure and the water was so clear
and cool that all wasenjoyableduring my stay that fall
at OnionValley. That wasin’50.

Some one had put up a cabin about ten logs
highand had leftitinjust that way, without chinkingit or
putting aroof onit. There had been aplace started there
for butchering beevesand packing the mesat to themin-

ers. Beevesfrequently netted $350 ahead in thisway.
During thetimethat | wastherel met two menthat had
crossed the Plainswith me. They were glad to meet me
but had been unfortunatein mining. Wherethe beeves
were butchered we soon found out that the bearswould
comethereinthenight to eat theentralls.

Sitting around the campfireonenight therewere
six of us concluded to try to kill abear. We wereall
anxioustokill one. Therewasavery large pinetreethat
had been cut down about fifty yards from where the
beeveswere butchered. Thelimbs had been cut off of
thistreefor fires. We made our plan; five of us, each
with arifle, wereto get behind that log. It wasarranged
that | should givetheword whentofire. It wasapretty
night and very quiet. Wegot al arranged with our rifles
pointing over thelog, waiting for the bearsto come. Fi-
nally we heard them coming down the mountain. They
weremaking akind of agrowling noise. Thehillsdewas
not very steep. They cameto the placewherethey had
beeninthehabit of eating. They followed the scent of
theentrailsto whereit wasand they commenced eating.
Therewerethree of them. Two would eat and onewould
st up and watch; then that onewould get down and eat
and another onewould sit up. | whispered to theboys
that just so soon as another one stood up, | would give
thewordtofire. Thiswasall donein awhisper. Oneof
themen had adouble-barrdedrifle. Finally onebear sat
up and | gavethewordtofire.

Thereport wasloud, but so closaly together that
it seemed that therewas only onerifledischarged. Al-
most ingtantly all of usranto thislog cabinand climbed
on top of it. One man said, “What did you run for?”’
Otherssaid, “Weran becauseyou did.” Thefedingwas,
| suppose, that wefelt safer on thelogsthan wewould
have on the ground in the event that we had not killed
the bear. The dog heard the shot and smelled the bear.
Hebrokeloosefrom hisman and ran. Theman, instead
of running to thelog cabin, climbed atreethat wasclose
by and went up about thirty feet and was perched there,
looking on. | remarked, “Boys, | hear that dog after the
bear; we have crippled one. Let usrun quickly and try
and rescuethedog, asl would not havehimkilled for dl
thebear inCdifornia.”

Wejumped off the cabin, grabbed arevolver or
two, and one of the men an axe, having onerifle still
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The mining camp of Onion Valley with a mule train coming in. This scenewas a familiar oneto Ed Mcl Ihany.

loaded. We ran up the mountain 300 or 400 yardsand
found the bear and dog rolling over and fighting together.
The bear had the dog hugged up in hisforepaws and
wewereafraidto shoot for fear of killing thedog. Tho-
mas slipped up with hisaxe and gave the bear ablow
onthehead, which stunned him. Another powerful blow
ontheskull killed him. | immediately examined thedog,
and to my delight found that hewas uninjured. In our
delight at having killed thefirst bear, wetook off our
hats and waved them and yelled. We all took hold of
thebruteand it being down hill wevery easily reached
the placewherethe butchering was done. Theman that
wasup inthetop of thetree saw that we had killed the
bear. Wetold him all was safe and to come down, and
wehad abiglaughover it. Hesaid, “| saw you boysrun
for the cabin and it wasimpossiblefor meto hold the

FromHutching'sMagazine

dog, so | took to thetreefor safety.”

We hoi sted the bear up with the pulleysat the
butcher’sstand and dressed him nicely. Hewasvery fat
and the meat very white. We sat around the campfire
that night and had abig talk, going over thewhole pro-
gram and enjoying the reminiscencesvery much. Wecut
the bear in quarters and keeping some for ourselves
loaded the rest on mules and packed it down to
Poorman’s Creek to sall to theminers. Wesoldit for 75
cents per pound, and asthe bear weighed 450 pounds
dressed we cameout pretty well onthededl. It wasthen
getting pretty lateinthefall. | told Thomasthat | was
going to continuein the packing businessand not mine,
aswe had been so successful in our packing enterprise.
| asked himto joinmeinthebusinessand hesaid hedid
not have any money to amount to anything. | told him
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Edward Washington Mcllhany, age 80, Kansas City,
Missouri, 1908.

From Recollections of a ‘49er.

that it wasall right, as| had plenty. Hefinaly agreedto
gowithme. | foundanumber of meninMarysvillewho
had started storesway up inthe mountainsand were
looking for transportation to get goodsin. | found that
they werewillingto pay big prices. Thereweresevera
trainsof mulesthat had comeinfrom Old Mexico. They
had everything necessary for each muleto pack very
heavy loads. | found onetrain of mulesfor sae. It con-
tained about thirty head, with everything completefor
packing. | made arrangementswith aparty who had
comefrom Poorman’sCreek tolay inalargesupply of
goodsfor thewinter. Hebought thegoodsin Marysville
andthey wereddiveredto mein camp, whichwasclose
by. | wasvery busy, anxiousto learn how to pack and
help my foreman to balance and arrange each mule’'s
load. | had totalk to him by signsand pointing my fin-

ger. In speaking to me he called me*“ Patron,” and to
Thomas*Mr. Charley.” We started the next day and
after four days morereached Poorman’s Creek, deliv-
ered the goods and received $3,000.00in gold for that
trip. Thomasremarked, “Mac, we are making money
fast.” It wasgood newsto him, ashe had had such bad
luck. Wereturned to Onion Valley and camped there
for the night. The mules were sent to avalley about
threemilesoff, wheretherewasfinegrass. Theclouds
wereflying by highand very swiftly. Wefdt alittlefear-

ful of astorm, asit wasgetting late and the snowswere
very deepinthemountainsinthewinter. Thomasand |

had each alarge gum blanket with aholein the center
that we could put over our heads, onea soto put under
the bed and another on top to protect usfromtherain.

Wewent to bed and awokethe next morning and found
two feet of snow and till snowing very fast. Campwas
rousedimmediately as| wasafraid that | might losemy
mules. We were camped by the side of thelog cabin
wherewekilled the bear. Thomasand | started out to
look for the mules, and we had quite amountain to
climb. Wefound it very tiresome. After going about a
mile Thomas said that he was going to give out and
leaned up against apinetree. | encouraged himto come
onandinabout aquarter of amilehesaid that hecould
not go any further. | cut aswitch, intending towhip him
to keep him from going to deep and freezing to degth.
Just at that timewe heard the bell. Theboyswerecom-
ingintheright direction. | said, “ Charley, herecomes
the mules; cheer up.” We put him on amule and we
soon got down to camp. It wasstill snowing very fast,
the snow getting deeper dl thetime. The cook had plenty
of warm coffee, some boiled beanswarmed over and
some cold tortillas. Thomas, after drinking warm cof-
feeand eating, wasd right.

Mcllhany’s narrative continues about the fierceness of this
storm and the number of mules and men who died. He
came through all right and went on to describe his many
adventures as a mule packer. Thisisasmall part of his
book about hislife encountersin Plumas County, Sisikyou
County, the Colorado Gold Rush, and hislifeasalivestock
agent in Missouri. Mcllhany wasborn in Loudoun County,
Virginia June 6th 1828. Although we know a great deal
about hisfamily, many of hisactivities, and other aspects
of hislife, despite enormoustime and effort we still have
not learned when and where he died.

( Plumas County Museum Association, Inc.
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( Holiday Gifts! )

Don’t forget the Museum when you are doing your Holiday shopping this
season. You can purchase books, jewelry, dvds, videos, t-shirts, coffee mugs,
caps, and other items at the Museum or you can buy them ON-LINE at

www.plumasmuseum.or g. You can shop from the comfort of your home
and support the museum, too!

Call 530-283-6320 or email pcmuseum@psin.com. Master card and Visa are gladly
accepted. Remember, Plumas County M useum Association member sreceivea 10% discount on

most publications!

N\ J

Thank you to all our new and renewing members!

New Members

I ndividuals: Betty Gallagher, Quincy; Ruth B. Gage, New Jersey;
Sally Thomas, Portola. Couples: John & Carol Kolb, Quincy, Jim
Marty & family, Quincy; Doug & Sally Clarke, Walnut Creek; Wayne
& Rose Tyson, San Diego. Patrons: Laura MacGregor, Chester.
Corporate: Tim O’ Brien, Lake Almanor.

\-
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We would like to thank the following people for their generous donations:

Marilyn Britton: Oneframed black and white photograph of the 1932 Rotary Club standing in front of Hotel
Quincy. Sandy Coots: Onewooden lined matchbox from “The Lancer,” and one package of “ Amazon Pins—
Adamantine Steel” straight sewing pins. Marilyn Cotter Demain & Joan Cotter Hollenbeck: Onewooden
level, oneblack “U.S. Stove Co.” heater onlegs, aset of planing knives, onewood handled rasp and grass cuitter.
California Dept. of Water Resour ces:. One scratch-plate seismometer used on Frenchman Dam from 1959to
1992. GayleDuPont: Oneail painting of alogging sceneby her brother, Gary Whipple, entitled “ Charlie sSide.”
Bob Edwar ds: Onesmall bar of sogp from Hotel Quincy, and onesmall bottle of cinnamon oil from Grover Bros.
Rexa Pharmacy in Quincy. CharlesM. Ellwood: Six cooking booklets, four Quincy High School rosters, five
‘PineBreeze,” an assortment of postcards, crochet instructionsfrom 1939, one soldier with dog poster, fiveladies
hats, and two baking powder cans. Feather River Bulletin: A collection of 334 photographs. Barry Gossett:
One 1920skerosene heater with machine made glass. Guidici Family: Two perfume atomizerswith accoutre-
ments, two hair curlingironsand abook from 1889. Ken Henrici: Onetalcum can, one bank statement and six
cancelled checksdated May, 1922. Jerry Holland: A collection of papers, photographs, geneal ogy, and the
family tree of Gary Whipple (dec). Don Johns: A collection of sixteen black and white photographsof logging at
Bucks Lake Road, The Egbert brothers' airplane at Sky Harbor airport, and Clover Valley loggers. L oisB.
Jones: Oneframed aeria photograph of American Valley in 1941. DianeL awson: Onelndian Valley Creamery
milk canfromtheTaylorsville Creamery, onetin box with EnglesMining Company |abel that held prescriptionsfor
Dorothy Fisher, circa1930, and two cloisonnéename pursesand acompact. Quincy United M ethodist Church:
Oneblack typewriter. Ron Miller: A collection of nineteen items: Plumas County maps, Chineseartifacts, bottles,
books, 21917 billhead, FarmersAlmanacs dated 1864 to 1943, 56 books dated 1872 to 1928, one box of ECV
related documents, sectionsfrom“ The Feather River Bulletin” dated 1954 to 1972, and one sheet metal and brass
nozzleknown asamonitor used for hydraulic mining. Ruth Reid: Onebooklet; Contitution, By-laws& Rulesof
Order of Indian Valley Lodge No.136, I.O.0.F., dated 1867 that belonged to the Thomas Hughes family of
Meadow Valley, and needlework with the Hughesfamily namesdated 1852 to 1853, obituary from 1895, Bob
Moon'sinterview with The Green Mountain Gazette dated 9/4/1979, and aremnant of a$4.00 bill dated 1859.
Robert Ridley: Onested curved sword with steel handle and knuckle guard, hasgold painted sunburst design.
Ronald Rude: Fiveblack and white photographs of Sloat Mill and the PlumasHouse. Doris Seibold: Oneiron
carriage step. Sharyn Wood: A collection of photographs, onewar ration book half-filled with stamps, booklets,
photographsof F. Dunker, Harry Jones, and Stanley and Susan Dolphin.
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Reflections of a Registrar -

My experienceworking with artifactshastaught mehow little| really know about the past. Theeveryday
thingsthat wetakefor granted, likewashing clothesfor instance, wereonce quitedifficult to accomplish. Lightsand
heat were another story entirely. Either you had candlelight or hurricanelamps, afireplace or small “footed”
heaters. One certainly did not come home and flip aswitch for light and hest.

| enjoy working with the documents and photographsfrom solong ago. It putsaface and apresenceon
individualsand familiesthat are nolonger with us. It teacheshow our community cameto bewhat it istoday, and
who helped it to becomethisway.

| also get to enjoy many very old medicine containers, toys and games, books, razors and other personal
artifactsthat show lifeasit wasfifty yearsago, ahundred yearsago, and even further back. It'saglimmer into what
lifewaslike before snow plowsand electric gadgets became thenorm.

Working with artifactsteachesme new thingseveryday. And putsinto perspectivejust how easy lifeisfor
ustoday, compared to what it oncewasliving in themountains. - Laure Gage, Museum Registrar

Assistant Director Lori Simpson
(back) tries to maintain order with
the“ Thursday Morning Bunch.”
Although the children behave well,
their group leader, Brain Walmer,
sometimes needs supervision.
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We would like to thank these

generous people for donating to
the Museum’s monetary fund:

Monetary

Donations

K

LoisAlexander, Quincy; Tony & T.J. Amundsen, Pittsburg; Andy & GayleAnderson, Quincy; PhyllisOrr
Baldwin, SanAntonio, TX; George& Dorothy Bartlett, Portola; L ouise Bertocchi, Meadow Valley; Mildred
Bloom, Woodburn, OR; Glenn & Ruth Carpenter, Quincy; Patsy Carpenter, Oroville; Dr. Al Clover,
Modesto; Patrick & Janna Cook, Graeagle; John & Ardith Farris, Palm Springs, CA; Feather River Inn,
Blairsden; Bruce & Wilda Forbes, Chico; Drs. Greg & Beth Gilman, Quincy; Charles& Margaret Goodart,
Quincy; James & Virginia Gossett, Quincy; Marianna Hoolhorst, Berkeley; Ted & Betty Hoskins, Quincy;
Don & Margaret Johns, Quincy; Duane& MarlenelLabs, Meadow Valley; Jewel Lawry, Meadow Valley;
Darleen Lyon, Quincy; Raymond & Mary Ann Mathes, Quincy; Steve McCallum, Beaverton, OR; Bobbie
Monroe, Meadow Valley; David Myrick, Santa Barbara; Richard & Carol Neville, San Jose; Eugene &
Barbara Norman, Quincy; Joan Normington, Placerville; Carol Paoli, Quincy; Orphie & Kay Pierson,
Quincy; Theodore & Elaine Peters, Montague; Ruth Reid, Quincy; Zola Sokes, Quincy; Lucille Tonkin,
Mt. Shasta; Thomas & Diane Uchytil, Quincy; Cora White, Quincy; Dr. David Whitney, Twain.

Wbn't you join these wonderful people by sending

Wilma Abernethy, Oregon; Shaina

These are the foundation of

the museum’s archives. When-
ever a Memorial Donation is
made in a loved one’s name, a
Museum Memorial card is sent
to the family, the person’s name
and biography is entered into
the Perpetual Memorial Vol-
umes, and the donor’s name is
added to the Memorial. Since the
last newsletter, donations have
been given to the museum in
memory of the following people:

Belot, Meadow Valley; Scott
Caskie, Graeagle; Frank Clem,
Quincy; Chuck Darragh, Rush
Creek; Rich DeMars, Lodi; W.K.
(Bill) Fenton, Santa Cruz; Louise
Foote, Greenville; Robert Hall,
Quincy; ValerieKibbee, GrassVal-
ley; Rafa Perez, Clio; Elinor
Shelton, Quincy; Dr. Mark
Whitney, M.D., Quincy.

Plumas County Museum Association, Inc.
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Diirector’s Dialogue

On behalf of the Museum, itsstaff, directors, and trustees| would liketowish all of you thevery best of
theHoliday season and aHappy New Year. We have had an extremely busy and eventful year at theMuseum. The
1875 Hall-Lawry Homeis now spruced up with its new coat of paint. An electric upgrade was performed,
plumbing work done, and the new roof isdated to go on sometime soon with volunteer |abor. Our Spanish Peak
Logging Railroad project isstill moving steadily ahead thankstoits dedicated crew and community support. We
hopeto beginwork onthe actud railbed this spring. We hosted numeroustours and functionswith the hel p of our
wonderful docentsand volunteers, and staff have made many public presentations. Weare currently working hard
on republishing abook on reminiscences of the CdiforniaGold Rush (seethefeature story). Additiondly, weare
working with Museum Trustee Ginger Gramm on her Farmstead program with our aim being therestoration of the
1864 Taylorsville School. Although it isowned by Plumas County, it issadly in deep neglect and in need of
restoration work as soon as possible. Despite high gas prices, from reportswe understand that Plumas County’s
other museumshad good visitor numbersthisyear; we have hosted over 9,000 visitorsto date. Quincy photogra
pher MarthaHynn hashad an excellent exhibit of New Orleansonthe StellaMiller Mezzanine Galery thisfall, and
our new display case donated by the Killibrews of Chester showcasesthe Maidu basket collection like never
before. Our map and photo partnershipwith CaliforniaState University, Chicoisdtill working nicely. Theuniversity
isdigitally scanning much of our photograph collection and a gresat portion of our map collection. You can view
theseimagesby visiting their website at www.csuchico.edu and following thelinks. | would aso liketo welcome
our newest membersto the Museum and encourage all of you ato drop by for avisittoY OUR Museum!

Scott J. Lawson, Dir ector

Your MuseumA ssociation’sfinancesarein order. A budget for FY 2005
- 2006 hasbeen adopted by the Board of Trustees, ensuring that various
projectsand programswill becarried on asinthe past. Pleasebesure
to check your mailing label for the expiration date of your membership.
Most come due this time of year. We depend a great deal on your
membership duesto operate the museum’ s programs and appreci ate your attention inthis matter.
We accept cash, checks, and credit cards, by phone, mail, or over the counter, and we' |l sendyou a
nice“thank you” letter that will both warm your heart and keep the taxman happy. We' relooking forward to
your response. If youwould liketotalk to me, call 530-283-6320 - Happy Holidays!

Dr. David Whitney, Treasurer.

( Page 10 Plumas County Museum Association Inc. )




Survey Completed on Plumas County’s Newest Railroad.

Almost all of the on-the-ground survey

work has been completed by zrviaors/

engineers Jim Webster, Rich Knoettgen,

John Kolb, John Schmidt, with sometimes

rod man, Scott Lawson. Surveying theline

and the topography required taking in all

treesover 12 inchesin diameter within a

60-foot wide swath for theentire 5/8 mile

route. Soper-Wheeler Lumber Co. has

offered to provide the construction of the

railbed and Jim Marty, Registered Pro-
fessional Forester, has offered to handle the Department of Forestry requirements. Meanwhile, restoration
work on the engine itself has been rapidly moving along thanks to our dedicated volunteers headed up by

Sandy Coots.
VARIEL HOME NEEDS DOCENTS!

The 1878 Variel Home continuesto be one of the main attractions at the museum, with most visitors
interested intouring it. Assistant Director Lori Simpson noted thispast summer wewereableto providetourson
most Saturdays, and afew Sundayswith the expert volunteering of thefollowing docents: Millie Burris, Ann
Castadini, Don Johns, Cheryl Roberts& Norberta Schmidt. Unfortunately, one of our most dependable Variel
Home Daocents, Marilyn Britton, had surgery and was not ableto givetoursthis summer. Get well soon, Marilyn!
Wead solost the servicesof Millie Burrisafter shesustained afall in August. We wish you aspeedy recovery too,
Millie

Inthefall months, we were unableto provide steady docent tours of the Variel Home dueto alack of
docents, sotoursfell uponthe staff when it was possiblefor themto leavethefront desk, according to Simpson.
Dueto thissituation strategic planning for the next year isin order to provide astable and cons stent schedul e of
tourson theweekends and possi bly some daysand hours during theweek. Thiswill require commitment onthe
part of our current docentsand recruitment of new docentsto help usachievethisgoal. Anyoneinterestedin
volunteering to keep the Variel Home open for visitation during the upcoming 2006 season, please contact Lori at
283-6320. Variel Home Docent training will be provided. Wewant to thank all our Variel Home Docentsfor all
their dedication throughout theyears.

Shaina Marie Belot

Museum staff and docentswere saddened at thetragic
passing of oneof our youngest docents and museum sup-
porters. Seventeen-yearl old ShainaBelot died October
15th asthe result of atraffic accident. Asayoung girl
Shainavolunteered at the museum with her grandmother
BarbaraPricer, givingtoursfor severd years. Shewill be
greatly missed. Our thoughtsarewith her family at this
difficulttime.
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EXPERT HELP(STILL)WANTED (BADLY).
Wearelooking for someonewith computer graphicsand equipment to volunteer to take over creating our
newdetterstwiceayear. Although wehaveabasic format and sizeweneed to stick to, thereisroom for all kinds
of creativity. If youwould liketo hel p out staff by taking on this project pleasegiveusacal at the museum.

EXHIBITS on the Mezzanine

October-December: Martha Flynn, Photography, New Orleans in
Retrospect.

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 8-5, closed Sundays and Mondays.

- N
TRUSTEES: DIRECTORS: STAFF:
Charlie Brown, Quincy Tandy Bozeman, Chester Scott Lawson, Director
Lori Boersig, Greenville Marjorie Clark, Quincy Lori Simpson, Asst. Dir.
Don Clark, Graeagle Betty Folchi, Portola Laure Gage, Registrar
Patrick Cook, Graeagle AnnHarrigan, Taylorsville
Marc Eastman, Quincy Don Johns, Quincy
Baob Edwards, Quincy Norman Lamb, Greenville
Ginger Gramm, Greenville  Doug Miller, Chester
Jerry Holland, Quincy Helen Raoberti, Beckwourth
John Larrieu, Portola George Ross, Graeagle
Gaye Porter, Quincy Nat Snyder, Cromberg
Dr. David Whitney, Twain - John Weddle, Quincy ~ www.plumasmuseum.org
S J

Please check your mailing label for your membership EXPIRATION DATE. Dueto increased printing
and postage costs, we cannot send newsl etter s to non-renewing addresses.

Individual $25, Family $35, Patron $100, Sustaining $1000, Corporate $150

Please mail check to Plumas County Museum, 500 Jackson Street, Quincy, CA 95971
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